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Film theory : seeks to develop concise and systematic concepts that apply to the study of 
film as art. The concept of film as an art-form began in 1911 with Ricciotto Canudos The 
Birth of the Sixth Art. Formalist film theory, led by Rudolf Arnheim, Béla Balazs, and 
Siegfried Kracauer, emphasized how film differed from reality and thus could be considered 
a valid fine art. André Bazin reacted against this theory by arguing that films artistic 
essence lay in its ability to mechanically reproduce reality, not in its differences from 
reality, and this gave rise to realist theory. More recent analysis spurred by Jacques Lacans 
psychoanalysis and Ferdinand de Saussures semiotics among other things has given rise to 
psychoanalytic film theory, structuralist film theory, feminist film theory, and others. On the 
other hand, critics from the analytical philosophy tradition, influenced by Wittgenstein, try 
to clarify misconceptions used in theoretical studies and produce analysis of a films 
vocabulary and its link to a form of life. 


The impact of a reviewer on a given films box office performance is a matter of debate. 
Some observers claim that movie marketing in the 2000s is so intense, well-coordinated and 
well financed that reviewers cannot prevent a poorly written or filmed blockbuster from 
attaining market success. However, the cataclysmic failure of some heavily promoted films 
which were harshly reviewed, as well as the unexpected success of critically praised 
independent films indicates that extreme critical reactions can have considerable influence. 
Other observers note that positive film reviews have been shown to spark interest in little- 
known films. Conversely, there have been several films in which film companies have so 
little confidence that they refuse to give reviewers an advanced viewing to avoid widespread 
panning of the film. However, this usually backfires, as reviewers are wise to the tactic and 
warn the public that the film may not be worth seeing and the films often do poorly as a 
result. Journalist film critics are sometimes called film reviewers. Critics who take a more 
academic approach to films, through publishing in film journals and writing books about 


films using film theory or film studies approaches, study how film and filming techniques 
work, and what effect they have on people. Rather than having their reviews published in 
newspapers or appearing on television, their articles are published in scholarly journals or 
up-market magazines. They also tend to be affiliated with colleges or universities as 
professors or instructors. 


On October 3, after No Time to Die was delayed until April 2021, it was reported that 
Cineworld was considering suspending the operations of all of its cinemas in the UK and 
Ireland, and most US Regal Cinemas indefinitely, citing the lack of tentpole releases as 
impacting its business.186187188 The company confirmed the move on October 5, with 
CEO Mooky Greidinger stating that it was too expensive to continue operating its cinemas 
without a consistent lineup of new releases having initially planned to hold out until No 
Time to Die was released, and argued that the continued closure of cinemas in the state of 
New York has made studios reluctant to release films due to the underperformance of 
Tenet.189 The closures excluded seven Regal locations in California that had recently been 
allowed to reopen.190 
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